Journals play a very important role for continuing medical education for dermatologists. While textbooks lay the foundation of medical understanding and practice, journals provide the most recent findings of clinical trials and research, multiple viewpoints on controversial topics, and information on current events, and new techniques.
Until lately, the problem was the limited access to these journals, most of them being available only in the premium teaching institutes. This problem has now been solved by the availability of online versions of most journals. This is further aided by the open access movement, which encourages free access to medical information throughout the world without economic hindrances. This would enable scientists, librarians, publishers, and entrepreneurs to develop innovative ways to explore and use the world's treasury of scientific ideas and discoveries. More information about the movement is available at this site: http://www.plos.org/ about/openaccess.html.
This article lists journal sites into three groups. The first is where the entire dermatology journal (current and/or back dated issues) is available free to view. The second is where abstracts are available free but access to the full text requires paid subscription. The third group is of non-dermatology journals.
Dermatology journals offering free full text access: http://www.mf.uni-lj.si/acta-apa/index.html: Presently, the current issue (vol 14, no www.e-ijd.org: Indian Journal of Dermatology, is a quarterly journal published by the West Bengal Branch of IADVL; abstracts of this journal are available on the net from the year 1995.
Non-dermatology journals with full text access http://bmj.bmjjournals.com/: British Medical Journal is a weekly general medicine journal and provides free full text articles from January 1994 onwards.
http://content.nejm.org/: The New England Journal of Medicine is a weekly general medical journal. Indian physicians have free access to the past and present contents. The dermatology section, accessed by a link that reads 'topic collections', has some interesting articles.
http://jama.ama-assn.org/: The weekly Journal of the American Medical Association provides free access to research articles, review articles, comments and editorials 6 months after publication. Full text and abstracts are available from 1998 onwards.
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